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P-84
DISTRIBUTION OF ENDANGERED FRESHWATER MUSSEL SPECIES Unio crassus PHILIPSSON,
1788 IN SERBIA

J. Tomovié?, V. Simic?, J. Lajtner3, A. Petrovi¢?, B. Novakovi¢*, M. Rakovi¢t, M. Paunovi¢!
tUniversity of Belgrade, Institute for Biological Research “Sinisa Stankovic”, Despota Stefana
142 Blvd, 11000 Belgrade, Serbia (jelena.tomovic@ibiss.bg.ac.rs), 2University of Kragujevac,
Faculty of Science, Institute of Biology and Ecology, Radoja Domanovica 12, 34000
Kragujevac, Serbia, 3University of Zagreb, Faculty of Science, Department of Biology,
Rooseveltov trg 6, 10000 Zagreb, Croatia, “Serbian Environmental Protection Agency,
Ministry of Environmental Protection, Ruze Jovanovi¢a 27a, 11160 Belgrade, Serbia

The Thick Shelled River Mussel, Unio crassus Philipsson, 1788 is one of Europe’s most
endangered freshwater mussel taxa — according to the IUCN criteria assessed as endangered
(EN) The aim of this study is to present the current distribution of this species in Serbia,
based on the research performed between 2001 and 2013. Previous studies in Serbia
indicated only sporadic findings of the species in a restricted area over the last several
decades (BAES database). Our study covered the entire territory of Serbia. Out of 500 sites
covered by the study, the mussels were recorded at 23 sites. U. crassus has been recorded at
the Velika and Zapadna Morava rivers, the Kolubara River Basin and the Danube, the Tisa
and Sava rivers. The species has been sporadically found in Serbia, with low frequency of
occurrence and low abundance along the Danube and Tisa rivers (up to 1.75% of the total
mussel community), while it was found almost along entire stretches of the Velika Morava
and Sava Rivers, with higher relative abundance compared to the Danube and Tisa rivers (up
to 15.49% of the total mussel community). Based on our study, a positive population trend,
reflected in extension of the known distribution range and increasing of population density
has been recorded in Serbia.

Keywords: Unionidae, distribution range, endangered species

P-85
STANDARDISING THE METHODS FOR SAMPLING AQUATIC MACROINVERTEBRATES OF THE
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