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Spiny-cheek crayfish, Orconectes limosus, native to the eastern part of the North American 
continent has been introduced in Europe at the end of 19th century and up to now it became the 
most widespread non-indigenous crayfish species in Europe (Souty-Grosset et al. 2006). 
Introduction in the Danube was first observed in 1985 near Budapest (Thuránszky and Forró 
1987). Nowadays, spiny-cheek crayfish is presented along the entire course of the river and 
across Europe in total of 21 countries. First record for Serbia was in the Danube near Apatin in 
2002 and then in 2004 near Smederevo when 13 individuals were detected. In 2008, new records 
have been reported from the Danube River, near Veliko Gradište, Donji Milanovac and in 
Đerdap Gorge. Since than, species expands its range along the entire section of the Danube in 
Serbia. Colonization has continued further upstream and downstream at seven new sites along 
the river main course: Bogojevo, Bačka Palanka, Slankamen, upstream Sava confluence, 
Pančevo, Banatska Palanka, Kladovo. Moreover, spiny-cheek crayfish spread into all main 
tributaries of the Danube River, the rivers Sava, Tisa and Velika Morava, as well as in the 
Danube-Tisa-Danube Canal. Species was recorded also in Tamiš River in 2019, confirmed 
earlier detected finding from 2011. All these new records and fast dispersal rate together with 
negative effects on native crayfish species, in particular Astacus leptodactylus found at the most 
sites in association with O. limosus, suggest that urgent measures are needed in order to prevent 
further dispersion of this invasive species. 
 
Key words: spiny-cheek crayfish, invasive species, Serbia, range expansion 

mailto:katarinas@ibiss.bg.ac.rs

