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WITH 33 ALIEN SPECIES OF MACROINVERTEBRATES RECORDED IN THE WATERS OF SERBIA, 
IT CAN BE SAID THAT THIS AREA IS MODERATELY AFFECTED BY BIOLOGICAL INVASIONS. 
MOST OF THESE SPECIES HAVE BEEN RECORDED IN THE DANUBE RIVER, WHICH IS THE MAIN 
CORRIDOR FOR THE SPREAD OF AQUATIC ALIEN SPECIES IN EUROPE. 
ONE OF THE MAIN TRIBUTARIES OF THE DANUBE IN SERBIA IS THE VELIKA MORAVA RIVER, 
WHICH ORIGINATES FROM THE ZAPADNA AND THE JUŽNA MORAVA RIVERS. WHILE THE 
AQUATIC SPECIES OF THE VELIKA MORAVA IS WELL STUDIED, INVESTIGATIONS ON 
ZAPADNA MORAVA ARE SCARCE WITH NO PRECISE DATA ABOUT DISTRIBUTION AND 
POPULATION STATUS OF ALIEN MACROINVERTEBRATE SPECIES. 
DURING OCTOBER 2020, RESEARCH WAS CONDUCTED ON THE ZAPADNA MORAVA AT 24 
SAMPLING SITES FROM ČAČAK TO KRUŠEVAC, AS WELL AS TWO SAMPLING SITES PER 
TRIBUTARIES, IBAR AND RASINA. IN THE MOST DOWNSTREAM SECTION, FROM POJATE TO 
KRUŠEVAC THE PRESENCE OF TWO INVASIVE MUSSELS CORBICULA FLUMINEA AND 
SINANODONTA WOODIANA HAS BEEN DETECTED, TOGETHER WITH NATIVE AND PROTECTED 
UNIO CRASSUS. ALSO, IN THIS SECTION HIGHLY INVASIVE CRAYFISH SPECIES FAXONIUS 
LIMOSUS HAS BEEN OBSERVED. ALTHOUGH SUITABLE HABITAT EXISTS THROUGHOUT THE 
ENTIRE AREA OF ASSESSMENT THE PRESENCE OF NOBLE CRAYFISH ASTACUS ASTACUS WAS 
NOT CONFIRMED. 
RECENT RESEARCH HAS ALREADY SHOWN THE PRESENCE OF MENTIONED INVASIVE SPECIES 
ALONG THE VELIKA MORAVA RIVER AND THE FINDINGS PRESENTED HERE POINTED OUT 
THAT SPECIES ARE WELL ADAPTED TO THE HABITAT CONDITIONS IN THE DOWNSTREAM 
SECTION OF THE ZAPADNA MORAVA TOO. IN THE NEAR FUTURE IT MAY BE EXPECTED FURTHER 
SPREADING OF NEOBIOTA ALONG THE COURSE OF THE ZAPADNA MORAVA AND ADJACENT, 
CLOSELY CONNECTED WATERCOURSES. 
HAVING IN MIND THAT PREVIOUS DATA ARE NOT AVAILABLE, THESE RESULTS SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED AS A STARTING POINT FOR FUTURE WORK IN ORDER TO ENABLE MORE 
ACCURATE EVALUATION OF BIOCONTAMINATION OF THE ZAPADNA MORAVA RIVER. 
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