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Editors' remarks

The presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on
the part of the Croatian association of freshwater ecologists or of other institutions involved in the
organization of the Symposium. The views expressed in this volume are those of the authors of each abstract,
while editors preformed technical editing and equalized the form of abstracts. The quality of the English
language is the responsibility of the authors, as no substantial language editing of submitted texts was done.
Reproduction and dissemination of material from this publication for educational or other non-commercial
purposes are authorized without any prior written permission from the copyright holders, provided the
source is fully acknowledged. Reproduction and usage of material for commercial purposes and in system
data storage is prohibited without written permission of the copyright holders.

This publication should be cited as follows:

Miceti¢ Stankovié, V., Ivkovi¢, M., Matonickin Kepdija, R., Serti¢ Peri¢, M., Milisa, M., Vilenica, M. (editors).
2023. Book of Abstracts. 4th Symposium on Freshwater Biology. Croatian Association of Freshwater
Ecologists, Zagreb, Croatia. 58 pp.

Publication can be freely downloaded from:
https://www.husek.hr/4-simpozij-o-biologiji-slatkih-voda-sobs/
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(E-mail: bojana@ibiss.bg.ac.rs)

Benthic macroinvertebrates of the upper stretch of the Neretva River

The aim of this study was to identify taxa richness of benthic macroinvertebrates region of the Neretva
River, which is under the potential impact of human activities. The "Neretva Science Week" study area
is located in eastern Bosnia and Herzegovina and it covers the upper region of the Neretva River,
between its confluence with the Krupa River and the city of Konjic. In the summer 2022, aquatic
macroinvertebrates were collected from a total of nine sites: seven sites on the Neretva River and two
on its tributary Krupa River. Kick and Sweep hand net sampling was performed following the EN
27828:1994 standard. In total, 101 taxa belonging to 13 taxonomic groups were recorded. Based on
our results, Diptera and Ephemeroptera were most taxa rich (17 and 18 taxa, respectively) and most
abundant taxa (with 27.19% and 34.79% of collected individuals, respectively), followed by Trichoptera
(24 taxa; 12.98% of collected individuals) and Plecoptera (6 taxa, 15.95% of collected individuals) At
the lower taxonomic level, the most abundant taxa were mayfly Ecdyonurus alpinus Hefti, Tomka &
Zurwerra, 1987 and Simuliidae (Diptera) larvae. Overall, our results indicate high benthic
macroinvertebrate taxa richness, and domination of insect orders that typically occur in mountain
rivers, such as the upper reaches of the Neretva River. In order to preserve the pristine character of
the river, as well as its biota, it is essential to maintain the near-natural state.

Book of Abstracts 52



